ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
“An Inclusive and Progressive Community of Faith”

The Holy Eucharist
28 November 2021

First Sunday of Advent

Announcements & Welcome
Please put your cellphone in airplane mode so as not to disrupt the livestreaming of the
service.
We begin by acknowledging that the land on which we gather is within the aboriginal territory of the
Suquamish - People of the Clear Salt Water. The Suquamish live in harmony with the lands and
waterways along Washing-ton’s Central Salish Sea as they have for thousands of years. They live
and protect the land and water of their ancestors for future generations as promised by the Point Elliot
Treaty of 1855.

Opening Hymn: Gather Hymnal #395: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (Verses 14)

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Gloria (from “Mass of Creation” by Marty Haugen)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, the Father. Amen! Amen!
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray together:
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again
in his glorious maj-esty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-9
1 To you, Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I have put my trust in you; *
let me not be disappointed, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 For all those who hope in you shall not be ashamed; *
but only those who wantonly break faith.

3 Make known to me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in the way of your truth and teach me, *
you are God my savior; for you have I waited all the day long.
5 Call to remembrance, O Lord, your tender care, *
and the unfailing love which you have shown from of old.
6 Do not remember the sins and offenses of my youth; *
but according to your mercy, remember me, Lord, in your goodness.
7 You, O Lord, are upright and good; *
therefore you show the path to those who go astray.
8 You guide the humble to do what is right *
and those who are gentle you teach your way.
9 All your ways are loving and sure *
to those who keep your covenant and your commandments.
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face
to face and re-store whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as
we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you
may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all
his saints.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: Gather Hymnal #411: “Advent Alleluia”

Verse 1:
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 21:25-36
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with

power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Sermon: The Rev. Kathleen Kingslight
The Nicene Creed
Celebrant Let us affirm our faith together.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People (from Intercessions for the Christian People)
Celebrant
Let us pray our Vision Statement together:
O God, help us to be progressive Christians in an open, inclusive, and affirming
com-munity of faith. O Jesus, guide us in providing a safe harbor for everyone
on their spiritual journey. O Holy Spirit, be with us in our endeavors to bring
God’s peace and loving justice into our world in need.
For all peoples of every race, nation and disposition: May your love so embrace us all,
that its power overcomes our conflicts, our defenses, and our fears. Quicken us to our
true nature as your children that we may love one another. Hear our prayer, O Lord,
and grant us mercy.
We pray for all those in positions of power, especially Joe our president, Kamala our
vice-president, and all members of congress. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant us
mercy.
For all the faiths of the world: May we grow together in our understanding of mission,
that we may be strengthened in unity and united in acts of service. Call us to faith and
trust in God with our many gifts. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant us mercy.
For all Christian communities: Renew our vision and experience of Christian
community as ever birthing, ever transforming, ever young and open to risk, ever old
and full of wisdom. We pray for all ministers, especially Michael our Presiding Bishop,
Greg our Bishop, Kathleen our Rector, Navy Chaplain David, and Verger Declan. Hear
our prayer, O Lord, and grant us mercy.
For those who live in fear and confusion: Whether they be stateless people in refugee
camps, or settled people hidden behind high fences, give to the vulnerable strength,
and to the secure vul-nerability, that our human compassion for one another may end
injustice and give our societies a human face. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant us
mercy.
For this community, especially for those who suffer most, for the emotionally and
physically ill, for the dying, for those who grieve: May we all, out of our own suffering,
give comfort and sup-port. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant us mercy.
For the larger community around us, especially for the newborn children, the
homeless, and the imprisoned: May we create a world where shelter, food and medical
care are available for all and where the law protects people for a better chance and

better choices. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant us mercy.
We pray for our parishioners Susan Calbom and Geoffrey Keeler, Richard and Beth
Kelso, and Jackie King. We also pray for these communities of faith: the Episcopal
Mission to Seafarers, the Episcopal Retirement Communities, the Earth Ministry, and
the Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and grant us
mercy.
On this first day of the year, we gather up our prayers and offer them to you, O
Lord, knowing full well that there are signs in the sun and moon and stars and in
the com-mon events of ordinary life that call us to attend to your coming.
Prepare us for the time of trial and for your dominion, coming now and at the
close of this age. Amen.
Confession of Sin
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: Gather Hymnal #412: “God of All People”

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Al-mighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
(from “Mass of Creation” by Marty Haugen)

Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power, God of might,
heaven and earth are filled with your glory:
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a per-fect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanks-giving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread [The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is
kept.]

Communion Hymn: Gather Hymnal #415: “My Soul in Stillness Waits”

The Act of Spiritual Communion by St. Alphonsus Liguori (for those livestreaming from
home): My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed Sacrament. I
love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot
now receive You sacra-mentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Prayer after Communion:
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have
made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love
to the world and continue for-ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Commissioning the Eucharistic Visitors
In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

We, who are many, are one body because we share one bread and one cup.
Amen.
The Blessing
Closing Hymn: 1982 Hymnal #66: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

The Great Beginning
Celebrant Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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